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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 CARACA 02238 081657Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SOE-02 AID-05 CEA-01 CIAE-00 
DODE-OO EB-08 DOE- 11 H-01 INR-10 INT-05 L-03 
NSAE-00 NSC-05 OMB-01 PM-05 USIA-06 OES-07 SP-02 
SS-15 STR-07 TRSE-00 ACDA-12 /121 W 

018926 090013Z/66 

R 081626Z MAR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY CARACAS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1479 
INFO USDOC WASHDC 

CONFIDENTIAL CARACAS 2238 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ENRG, BENC, VE 

SUBJECT: MAJOR PROJECTS: AMUAY REFINERY 

REF: 77 CARACAS 12294 

1 . AN OFFICIAL OF PETROLEOS DE VENEZUELA HAS ADVISED THE 
EMBASSY THAT MINISTRY OF ENERGY APPROVAL OF THE $650 MILLION 
PROJECT FOR THE UPGRADING OF LAGOVEN'S AMUAY REFINERY IS 
EXPECTED IN THE NEXT FEW WEEKS. WHILE THE CONTRACT FOR THE 
DETAILED ENGINEERING AND CONSTRUCTION ON THE PROJECT CANNOT 
BE AWARDED UNTIL MINISTRY APPROVAL IS GRANTED, IT IS CONSIDERED 
CERTAIN THAT THE CONTRACT WILL GO TO FLUOR ENGINEERING, AND THE 
MINISTRY HAS ALREADY AUTHORIZED PETROLEOS TO ADVISE THE THREE 
REMAINING BIDDERS (C.E. LUMMUS, 

RALPH M. PARSON, AND C.F. BRAUN) THAT THEY WILL NOT, REPEAT 
NOT, RECEIVE THE CONTRACT. 

2. EXXON, WHICH WILL PROVIDE BASIC DESIGN AND SUPERVISION, 
APPARENTLY ALSO WILL NOT HAVE A FIRM CONTRACT UNTIL THE MINISTRY 
FORMALLY APPROVED THE PROJECT. 
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